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Joseph J. Seavey, land and fence damage
Moses Garland ' " " " "
Rufus I. Garland " '^ "
Elizabeth Garland " " " "
Woodbury Seavey " " " "
Ryder & Cotton, spikes
John H. Broughton, bridge plank
Daniel Dalton, damage on burying ground
Wesley Jenness, building stone wall
George G. White, teaming plank
Albion R. Philbrick, repairing road near Far-
ragut House
Nathl. Harden, labor on road and bridge
Adams E. Drake, labor on highway
S. W. Foss for guide boards and painting the
same o 00
Wm. H. Locke, damage to wagon and harness
on District No. 4 2 50
Richard Jenness by his attorney Calvin Page,
for land damage and Court expense 195 92
George H. Lang, for attending hearing on R.
Jenness case 1 50
81416 00
2 09
for Parties 2 00
" from D. Jenness 50
" " Frank Philbrick, use of settees 3 00
TOWN HALL EXPENSES.
Paid A. H. Hodgdon, janitor $50 00
" for wood 22 00
" E. C. Jenness' bill 4 20
" T. J. Parsons' " 4 64
" for sawdust 1 00
NOTES AND INTEREST PAID.
Mar}' Jenness, note and interest $407 39
David Jenness, on note including interest 220 54
John S. Harden, on " " " 744 19
Hannah Jenness, on " " " 20165
Abby S. Clarke, interest on note 25 74
Moses Clarke " " " 24 00
Joseph W. Rand i; ^i u 12 76
Elizabeth H. Webster " " " 6 40
MarvB. Harden " " " 5 11
George H. Seavy " " " 12 00
Elizabeth H. Harden " " " 5 11
Emerv C. Jenness " " " 16 99
Chas.^N. Knowles '''''' 3 40
Adeline J. Clarke ^^ ^' '' 18 55
Benj. D. Batchelder " " " 4 63
Lovey B. Harden " '• " . 5 11
Frederick Seavey ;t u ;. 20 82
Robert S. Foss " " " 20 65
COUNTY PAUPERS.
Horace L. Trefethen, support of brothers
William C. Downs, support of Eliza A. Downs
Dr. Warren Parsons, attending "










Jane H. Locke, board of Aaron R. Locke
William C. Downs
Dr. Warren Parsons, services to Oilman N.
Varrell's famil}^
Dr. John Parsons, services to Oilman N.
Varrell's famil)'^
Groceries for Mrs. George H. Lang
1 cord of wood for Mrs. Waldron
2 " " " " A. B. Caswell
Dr. W. O. Junkins, services to Horace S.
Mace's wife 1881
C. D. Garland, 3 Bbls. flour for Mrs. John
Varrell
J. J. Pettigrew, shoes for Mrs. John Varrell














Albion D. Parsons, poll tax 1882
Augustus Caswell, on horse 1882
Jedidiah Rand, on money
BOUNTY ON CROWS AND WOODCHUCKS
On crows
On woodchucks








A. H. Hodgdon, feeding tramps
George S. Walker, services as town clerk
Aaron Rand, services as collector
Chas. J. Brown, services as treasurer
Selectmen's bill for services
Total expenses for the year ending March 1st,
1884 $8683 76
ALBERT C. LOCKE, ) Selectmen
NATHANIEL HARDEN, [ of
SYLVANUS W. FOSS, ) Rye.
SO
TREASURER'S REPORT
For the year endingr March 1st, 1884.
RECEIPTS.
Amount in the treasuiy March 1, 1883
Town taxes assessed for the year 1883, 5177 81
Taxes received from Aaron Rand, col. for ^^ear
From State.—Savings Bank tax
'• " Literary Fund
" ^ " Railroad tax
" " For bounties on crows
" Count}' for paupers
" Nathaniel Harden for old bridge plank
Balance from Town Hall account










Bounties on crowds and woodchucks
Sheep killed by dogs
i
10
Paid Salary of Town Hall janitor
Notes and interest
Miscellaneous expenses











From Aaron Rand, collector, taxes for 1883 14 33
State, bount}' on crows 2 80
State, bounty on woodchuelcs 1 50
Cash on hand 1057 44
.i()7»; 07
Balance ao-ainst the town. 1884 6237 91
^- 1883 739G 91
Redaction of Debt " ill59 00
CHARLES J. BROWN, Treasurer.
Rye. N. H., March 1. 1884.
We, the subscribers, have examined the foregoing accounts,
and find them correct!}' cflst and well vouched.
ORIN DRAKE. ( . ..
EMERY C. JENXESS. j" ^^i^^i^^'*^-





TOWN OP HYE, N. H.
For the year ending March 1st,
1884.
Fellow Citi'Zens : -—^In presenting 1113' annual report, as re-
quired by law, it affords me pleasure to say that our schools
have made good progress during the year. Successful teachers
have been employed, good discipline has been maintained, and
the result is seen in the increase of the number of "pupils not
absent during the term," as well as in the studious interest that
alwa^'s seemed to be observable during m}^ visits. While much
remains to be done to make our schools what they ought to be,
and what they might be, we may justly congratulate ourselves
that we have made a fair use of the means at our commad. In
the hard school of experience every pupil finds —-like all who
have gone before —-that "there is no Roj^al road to Learning."
Other things being equal, the progress made will depend upon
personal diligence, and the ability of the teacher to clearh' and
intelligentl}^ impart the necessary information. Believing that
the interests of teachers and pupils alike require ever}- available
aid, including the best text books that can be procured, I have
exercised the right, which the law confers, to make such changes
in books as my judgment and experience led me to suggest.
During the year Swinton's Series of Readers have been intro-
duced and officially adopted. In making this change, I found
the pupils were ahead of me, for I received a request from two
districts to make a change before I fairly considered the ques-
tion myself. When so many excellent series of readers are
published as at present, it is sometimes a difficult task to decide
which one to adopt. After a careful comparison of the several
series sent me for examination, I came to the conclusion that
Swinton's was, upon the whole, best adapted for the use of our
schools. The Primer and First Reader—in one volume—I be-
lieve to be superior to any book published of corresponding
grade. One of the principal differences that will be noticed in
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comparing this series with the one displaced, is the free use of
script in the three lower books. From the ver}' first page of the
Primer the pupil is taught, in parallel columns, to read both the
printed and the written text. The 3'oung pupils are thus enab-
led to read common writing in easy, progressive lessons, long
before they are instructed in the principles of penmanship. A
visit to any of our schools will reveal the fact that the pupils of
the Primer class readily read their lessons w^hen ivritten upon*
the slate or blackboard. This very practical new system, if in-
telligently taught, cannot fail to make our pupils better readers
and writers, and that, too, with less labor than by the methods
formerly used. Greenleaf s Arithmetics have been partially dis-
placed by the New Franklin series, and arrangements made to
gradual!}' complete the introduction upon favorable terms and
conditions. These Arithmetics have recently been adopted in
Manchester, Nashua, Farmington, and other places in our state,
and have received the unqualified endorsement of many of our
best educators. The concise rules and definitions lighten the
memorizing tasks of the pupils, while the new feature known as
the "drill tables" are of great advantage to the teacher.
More attention should be given to the study of Physiology,
and some good elementary work introduced in ever}^ school.
"Man, know thyself!" is an injunction too little heeded by us
all. One obstacle that has prevented the successful study of
this important branch, has been the cumbersome and technical
text books which were altogether too heavy for the average
country school. Until quite recently, a suitable book has been
difficult to obtain, but now it can be procured at a trifling ex-
pense. Of course it is not expected that our common schools
will furnish a complete course for the study of anatomy or the
practice of medicine ; but the}' can and ought to furnish every
pupil with a good common-sense knowledge of the structure of
the human body, how it is nourished by food, something of the
process of digestion, nutrition, absorption, circulation, the ne-
cessity of regular habits, the effects of bad air, the poisoning of
the blood, the treatment of sudden and dangerous wounds, and
the effects of stimulants and narcotics upon the brain and ner-
vous system. In this immediate connection it is proper to call
attention to the law passed by the last legislature of this state
which adds to the qualifications required of a teacher, a knowl-
edge of the eflfects of Alcohol upon the human s^'stem, and also
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requires the introduction of suitable text books upon the same
subject. I regard this as a wise step by our state legislators ;
for, it seems to me, nothing can be of greater importance to
our children than a wholesome knowledge of the working of the
subtle poison that breeds disease, shortens life, destroj^s both
mind and body, and brings untold misery and degradation to
millions of homes. The plastic mind of youth is easil}' in-
fluenced, and lessons of temperance and abstinence may be
as readily learned and retained as the lessons of moral or
religious obligations. When the ignorance of cause is attend-
ed by such fearful consequences of effect, the "ounce of pre-
vention" is worth a good many pounds of cure. I have great
respect for those who would lessen the evils of Intemperance
by laAv, or by personal appeals to the unhapp}^ victims of an
unfortunate appetite ; but I believe a judicious primary course
of instruction upon the nature and effects of stimulants, would
in the end have a greater influence. Such instruction would
impress upon the minds of our children lessons they would
never forget, and might be the means of saving man}^ from
physical wreck and ruin. Legislation has been invoked from
time to time to protect us from the ravages of crows, chicken
hawks, bears, mad dogs, woodchucks, worms, and rattlesnakes.
Why then should not the state stretch forth its arm to protect
its youth, who are to become its citizens, from an influence
more baneful than all others combined ? Surel}^ all good citi-
zens ought to unite in strengthening a Reform that thus places
its advance guard in the schoolroom.
For the education of the young I have always advocated,
and always expect to, a liberal appropriation for the support of
schools, the employment of competent teachers, the introduc-
tion of the best text-books, the maintainance of good disci-
pline, and whatever in addition will best conduce to the great-
est good of the greatest number. It must be apparent to all
who have given the subject careful thought that manj^ of our
children will be obliged to seek opportunities for employment in
occupations comparatively unknown to the present and past
generations. The great advancement in the Natural Sciences,
the new discoveries constantly being made in the application
of steam and electricity—notably the latter—opens up new av-
enues of employment for the skilled laborer and educated
young man. The telegraph, the telephone, the electric light.
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the electric motor, and other applications of electricit}', will
call for the services of thousands and tens of thousands of
young people of both sexes ; and we shall be criminally negli-
gent if we do not so shape our course of instruction as to meet
this changed condition of affairs. As a means to this end the
town now has an exceptional opportunit}' to proA'ide itself with
a Public Library. By the will of the late Oliver Sleeper, a
sum amounting to several thousand dollars, has been bequeath-
ed to the town of Rye for the purpose named, and it can be
so managed as to be self-sustaining. A public library of good
books is of inestimable value to the young, and when it can be
provided—as in this instance—without a single dollar of taxa-
tion, no argument ought to be needed in its behalf. I cannot
but believe that the town will reconsider its previous decision
—expressed b}' a ver^^ few votes—and accept the bequest which
will provide our people with such lasting benefits. Not to do
so is to proclaim ourselves behind the times, and indifferent to
Ihe public welfare.
I would renew the arguments made in former reports against
a too frequent change in teachers. Prudential committees
should endeavor to secure competent teachers, and having se-
cured them, should retain their services for as many terms as
possible. It takes a teacher quite a long time to learn the dif-
ferent dispositions and mental capacities of the pupils, but
such knowledge is absolutel}^ necessary to ensure success.
Having once acquired this essential knowledge, it is a costly
experiment, and little short of folly, to throw it all awa}' bv
the constant changing of teachers.
A good degree of interest in our schools is manifested by the
parents and citizens, who generally assemble in large numbers
at every examination or school entertainment. This is a most
encouraging feature, and one that is alike creditable to our cit-
izens and helpful to the teachers.
In the South District the Spring and Fall terms were taught
b}- Miss Susie S. Berry of Greenland, a thorough and hard-
working teacher. I found her school under excellent discipline,
the pupils much interested in their studies and making rapid
improvement. This was particularly noticeable in the primar}'
classes.
The Winter term was taught by C. L. Jenness. The close
relationship existing between 3'our Committee and the teacher
18
precludes rue from makiug au}- extended comments ; but it is
due to teacher and scholars to say that pleasant feelings exist-
ed between them, while the discipline and improvement was
creditable to both. The large number of pupils attending this
school, taxes the best energies of the teachers employed, and
compels them to devote but a short time to each of the numer-
ous classes.
In the West District the Spring and Fall terms were taught
by Miss Abbie Frink of Newington. This school is the small-
est in town, but it contains a good percentage of very smart,
intelligent pupils, who are well advanced, considering their
age, and always present a very creditable appearance in their
classes. Your Committee was obliged to investigate a written
complaint—made against the teacher by one of the parents
—
alleging a little too much muscular persuasion in the enforce-
ment of discipline. While I am not an advocate of corporal
punishment, except in extreme cases, and would never sanction
anything verging upon intentional brutality, yet I know that
wholesome discipline must be maintained in the schoolroom,
else all is lost and the school is worse than a failure. After a
thorough investigation of the case referred to, I am of the opin-
ion, that, while some punishment was deserved, the one inflict-
ed was severer than the circumstances would justify". It is but
justice to Miss Frink to say that no other complaint was made
against her, and that the school made good progress under her
instruction. This question of discipline serves—among other
things—to call our attention to the general progress. Fort}' or
fifty years ago whippings of infinitely greater severity were of
daily and almost hourly occurrence. They were expected, in-
flicted, and regarded as an every-day aff'air in the usual order
of events. The iact that a single instance, happening in a pe-
riod of several years, causes so much comment, is in itself the
best evidence that we have steadily advanced. It is to be
hoped that a mutual regard for the proprieties of the school-
room, will hereafter be sufficient for the maintainance of good
discipline, and that there will be no further necessit.y for the
performance of one of the most disagreeable duties that falls
to the lot of a superintendent.
The Winter term was taught by Mr. David H. Lamberton
of Newport, N. H. He is a ver}" energetic and successful
teacher, and the District was fortunate in securing his services.
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The best of discipline was preserved, and ] am quite sure that
none of the small boys were anxious to interfere with it after
taking a good look at his stalwart form.
In the Centre district the Spring and Fall terms were taught
by Miss Mary E. Brackett of Greenland. I found the school
at all times under good discipline, and the classes giving evi-
dence of careful and systematic instruction. I regard Miss
Brackett as one of the best teachers ever employed in the dis-
trict.
The Winter term was taught bj' Mr. George Gray of Farm-
ington, N. H., who is a finely educated teacher. His method
of instruction was characterized b^' practical common sense,
and, as a natural consequence, the pupils made good progress,
and appeared to good advantage in their recitations.
In the East district the school was taught, the year round,
by Miss Ella M. Smith of New Hampton, N. H. Miss Smith
has taught this school for six consecutive terms, and her suc-
cess is a good illustration of the policj'—previously recommend-
ed:—of the permanent employment of teachers. The school
has certainly made excellent improvement during the past two
years. The classes in Physiology and History are the best in
town. The latter class however should have a new text-book
of U. S. history—the one in use being far behind the times.
As three of the schools have not yet closed the table of stat-
istics is partiall}^ incomplete. The full length of term is given
in every district, but the ''number of visits by citizens" would
be largely increased if the attendance at the final examinations
could be included. The percentage of average attendance
might also be slightly changed.
I must once more express my thanks to the several teachers
for their readiness to adopt my suggestions, and their willing-
ness to co-operate m ever^'thing believed to be for the best in-
terests of the school.
20






South District.—G. H. JENNESS,
West " FRANK M. PHILBRICK,
Centre " AARON RAND,
East " WILLIAM H. SEAVEY.
Amount of money, including Literary Fund, appropriated by the
Town for School purposes, $1300.
Teachers employed during the year.
<.., nnr V^t .^urn-r S ^ISS SUSIE S. BERRY,.><)LiH j^iMRicr, ^CHARLES LEAVITT JENNESS.
^^ , ,. ^ MISS ABBIE FRINK,
v\ Ebi iJiMRicr. < DAVID H. LAMBERTON.
Centre District. MISS MARY E. BRACKETT.GEORGE GRAY.
East ])istrict, { MISS ELLA M. SxAIITH.
21















































































































The States Am. Union,
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By a. a. HANSCOM.
A large and First- Class Neivspaper, containing general and
local news, and devoted' especially to the interests of
the people of BorkingJumi Cov/nty.
.A. miST-oi:..A.ss
JOB PRINTING OFFICE
Is connected tcith the papier, ivhere every hind of Plain and
Fancy Job Printing is done in the most carefid manner.
Portsmouth, March 1st, ISS'4.
